My Career Decisions
1. When it was time to go to law school, I either had to live at home with my parents in Illinois or live with my grandmother in Virginia. I chose Virginia, which meant I would become a Virginia lawyer.
2. In the USAF, I chose and was fortunate to be assigned to litigate government contract cases. Getting that assignment meant I would have experience in a niche practice when I left the Air Force.
3. When I left the Air Force I chose to practice law with a Roanoke, Virginia firm rather than take an in-house job with a defense contractor or become an associate in a DC firm with a government contract practice. That choice meant I would be forced to develop my own book of business.

4. In 1984, my friend, Doug Wilson and I started our own firm, with one associate and two staff professionals. That meant we were responsible, not only for feeding our families, but also feeding three other families. I like to remind lawyers of that famous quote: "necessity is the mother of invention." At that point I could no longer make the excuse that I was "too busy" for client development.
5. After 11 years in Roanoke, I chose to move to Richmond because most of the construction in Virginia was in the eastern half of the state. That meant leaving a city and area I loved for what I perceived to be a better career opportunity.
6. When my own law firm crumbled, I chose to move to Dallas and I ultimately chose to join Jenkens & Gilchrist. That firm gave me the platform to greatly expand my practice because it was a large full service firm with offices in strategic locations. In just three years at Jenkens & Gilchrist, my business origination more than tripled.
7. When I was put in charge of attorney development in the firm, I chose to begin coaching partners and associates on career and client development. That experience captured my interest in teaching and coaching lawyers.
8. When I chose to leave Jenkens & Gilchrist at the end of 2004 and start my current work, I gave up a very successful and fulfilling law practice to start all over building a career coaching and teaching lawyers. That meant I had to build a new practice from scratch. It was a financial jolt, but I loved my work and the lawyers I coached.
Looking back now, I believe I played the hand I was dealt very well in most cases. Choosing to seek the assignment to litigate government contract cases in the Air Force, set the course for a completely different career path. Giving up my law practice to work with lawyers like you, set a brand new path for me. Even in the few cases when I did not play it well, I am not sure I would be where I am now without taking that particular path. 
I hope my story helps you see how your future can be determined by decisions you made years before. 
